
 

GROVEHub Veteran/Caregiver Engagement Opportunity 
Below, you will find information on a project that is currently looking for Veterans and/or Caregivers to partner 
or collaborate with. If you want to ask to join the project, or you are looking for more information, email the 
Point of Contact listed below. 

Project Title: Veteran-Caregiver Age-Friendly Engagement Panel (VAFEP) 

Project Lead: Kirstin Piazza 

 

Project Short Description 
 

Veterans & Caregivers: Help Shape Better Hospital Care for Older 
Veterans! 

Engagement Start Date 
 

October 2026 

Compensated or Volunteer 
Opportunity?  

Compensated 

Meeting Location (Virtual or 
In-Person) 

Virtual 

Project Status 
 

Funded and Ongoing 

Project Background & 
Goals 

Our latest research project focuses on how to support the start-up of 
evidence-based practices (EBPs) to improve hospital (inpatient) care for 
older Veterans. Our established panel serves as an ongoing partner to our 
research team, ensuring that Veterans’ and caregivers’ lived experiences 
help shape the design, implementation, and evaluation of age-friendly care 
across VA hospitals. 

Eligibility 
 

Veterans (age 65+) who have undergone recent surgery (within past 3 
years), followed by a hospitalization, and/or received Rehabilitation or Home 
Health services following the hospitalization • Family or other informal 
Caregivers who have helped someone recover after surgery and/or cared 
for someone living with dementia. 
 

Description of Role & 
Duties 
 

Panel members meet virtually once a month for approximately 2 hours to 
provide feedback on research materials and implementation efforts. Panel 
members are compensated for their time ($50/hour for each meeting 
attended). No prior research experience is needed. 
 

Estimated Time 
Commitment 

Approximately 2 hours per month 

Point of Contact Caroline Sefcik 

Contact email address for 
more information 

caroline.sefcik2@va.gov 

Expected Response Time 
 

Within one week after inquiry 


