
 

Veteran/Caregiver Engagement Opportunity 
 

Below, you will find information on a project that is currently looking for Veterans and/or Caregivers to partner 
or collaborate with. If you want to ask to join the project, or you are looking for more information, email the 
Point of Contact listed below. 

Project Title: GROVE Rural Veteran Engagement Partner 

Project Lead: Ray Facundo, MSW 

Project Short Description 
 

Veteran who lives and/or works in rural regions of the United States 
to include the Northeast, Southwest, Northwest, and Deep South - 
with experience partnering in research, to consult VA project 
leaders on Veteran and Caregiver Engagement methods and 
activities. 

Engagement Start Date 
 

11/1/2025 

Compensated or Volunteer 
Opportunity?  

Compensated 

Meeting Location (Virtual 
or In-Person) 

Virtual 

Project Status 
 

Ongoing 

Project Background & 
Goals 

The Growing Rural Outreach through Veteran Engagement 
(GROVE) Center consults research investigators and project leads 
who wish to incorporate Veteran Engagement (VE) methods and 
activities into the design of their proposals and ongoing projects. 
 

Eligibility 
 

We are looking for Veterans who live and/or work in rural 
regions of the United States to include the Northeast, 
Southwest, Northwest, and Deep South. Preference for those 
with experience in Veteran or community engagement activities; 
such as: advisory boards, Veteran Engagement Groups, or panels 
from studies; former peer-champions or peer-mentors; Veterans 
who have deep community bonds and networks; Veterans who are 
confident bringing their individual voices and experiences to the 
table. 
 

Description of Role & 
Duties 
 

Veteran Engagement Partners will be expected to spend an 
hour per month, on the first Tuesday of every month at 11am-
12pm Mountain Time. Veteran Partners will meet with researchers 
across the VHA who are interested in incorporating Veteran 
Engagement methods into their projects and research centers. In 
these meetings, Rural Veteran Partners will share their experiences 
and perspectives as Veterans and VHA consumers with 
researchers thinking about how to make their projects more 
meaningful to other Veterans.  



 

Estimated Time 
Commitment 

Approximately 1 hour per month for 12 months, with opportunities to 
partner on other GROVE consultations. 

Point of Contact 
 

Ray Facundo, GROVE Center Program Manager 

Contact email address for 
more information 

raymond.facundo@va.gov 

Expected Response Time 
 

24-28 hours after inquiry 


