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DATABASE & METHODS CYBERSEMINAR SERIES 

Informational seminars to help VA researchers 
access and use VA databases.

Sessions cover…
 Available VA data and resources to support VA data use
 Using CDW Data for SQL beginners and more experienced users
 Topic-specific data and their application to analytic questions
 Tools for viewing and using VA data

Be sure to check out our full curriculum and special topics archive.

https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Cyberseminars/Database-Methods.asp#Current-Schedule
https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Cyberseminars/Database-Methods.asp#Archive
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UPCOMING DATABASE & METHODS SESSIONS
First Monday of the month  1:00pm-2:00pm ET Visit the VIReC 

Database & Methods 
Cyberseminar page for 

more information & 
registration links.

Visit VIReC Cyberseminar 
Archive page to watch 

previous sessions.

Date Topic

11/4/24 An Introduction to Commonly Used VA Databases

12/2/24 VHA Corporate Data Warehouse (CDW): Using CDW Data to 
Conduct a Research Study for SQL Beginners

• State All Payer Claims Data
• VA Pharmacy Data
• Race & Ethnicity Data

• Using Joint Longitudinal Viewer for
Research

• and more!

Additional topics TBA, including…

https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Cyberseminars/Database-Methods.asp
https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Cyberseminars/Database-Methods.asp
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/catalog-archive-virec.cfm
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/catalog-archive-virec.cfm
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Where can I 
download a 
copy of the 

slides?

SAMPLE EMAIL
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Before we start…
Help us know more about you!

Three poll questions coming up – respond 
in the Webex pop-up window.

Thank you for helping us tailor and 
improve our cyberseminars!
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Poll #1: 
What is your primary role in 
projects using VA data? 

• Investigator, PI, Co-I

• Statistician, methodologist,
biostatistician

• Data manager, analyst, or
programmer

• Project coordinator

• Other – please describe via
the chat function

Poll #2: 
How familiar are you with VIReC, 
its products, and services? 

• Frequent user

• Familiar with, use sometimes

• Aware of, never used

• Not at all familiar until today
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Poll #3: 

How long have you 
been working with VA 
data? 

• None – I’m brand new to this!

• One year or less

• More than 1, less than 3 years

• At least 3, less than 7 years

• At least 7, less than 10 years

• 10 years or more
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Provide an overview of the 
VA Information Resource Center, 
our products, and our services.

Session O
.
bjective
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Session roadmap

• What is VIReC?

• How does VIReC support my research and data use?
• How can I collaborate with VIReC or provide feedback on VIReC
products?
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Support the effective use of data by VA’s analytic 
community to transform Veteran health and health 

care as part of a learning health system. 

A community of informed VA researchers 
empowered to use data effectively to improve 

Veteran health and health care.
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FY 22-26 Strategic Goals

P

Provide factual and evaluative information about Veteran data to 
inform its use across the project lifecycle.

Increase the availability, visibility, and accessibility of data for 
analytic use.

Steward VA/CMS data to support its use in VA research.

 
Strengthen organizational capacity for data use as an 
essential component of VA’s learning health system.

 Provide leadership and expertise for HSR&D and ORD on data-
related issues. 
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10/22

VIReC Functions 
and Expertise

Continuum of 
initiatives supporting 
research data needs

Data Availability & Access Policy

Provisioning & Oversight of CMS Data

VA REDCap Data Collection & Management

Education & Dissemination

Liaisons within Data Ecosystem

Data Knowledge & Documentation

HelpDesk & Knowledge-Sharing
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Session roadmap

• What is VIReC?

• How does VIReC support my research and data use?

• How can I collaborate with VIReC or provide feedback on VIReC

products?
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How does VIReC support my research and data use?

Navigate the 
data landscape

Get ready to 
use data

Dive into the 
data

Keep up with 
the data

VIReC helps 
the data 

user
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Where do I go for 
VA data 

information?

What data are 
available to me as a 

VA analyst?

How do I approach 
a specific topic 
using VA data? 

Are there 
presentations about 
VA data and its use?

Navigate the        
Data Landscape
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• VA network only
• Collaborative with NDS, VINCI, & HERC
• Data source & access information

vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov
• VA network only
• VIReC products & resources for

understanding the data
• News & new resources – home

vaww.virec.research.va.gov
• Public-facing
• VIReC overview
• Publications, Cyberseminars & events

www.virec.research.va.gov

VIReC Supported Websites

Where do I go for VA data information?

http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/
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Robust search and filter to maximize finding 
information quickly and easily

A section on data policy, administration, and 
governance

Knowledge sharing forums for connecting, 
collaborating, and sharing experiences with VA data

The DKH brings information, resources, 
and community generated knowledge 
together in a central, searchable, and 
easy to access location.

Coming soon! 
VHA Data Portal makeover Descriptions of commonly used VA data sources, 

their content, and structure

Data documentation and methodological reports on 
approaches for working with VA data

Information about the utility of available data and 
processes for requesting data access

Information on tools for using VA data and how to 
access them
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What data are available 
to me as a VA analyst?

vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/DataSourc
es/DataSourcesOverview.aspx

(VA Intranet)

http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/DataSources/DataSourcesOverview.aspx
http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/DataSources/DataSourcesOverview.aspx
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vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Intro/Working-with-VA-Data.htm
(VA Intranet)

How do I approach a specific topic using VA data? 

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Intro/Working-with-VA-Data.htm
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https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp

Are there presentations about VA 
data and its use?

VIReC’s Cyberseminar Series

1. Database & Methods
2. Data Access Miniseries
3. Corporate Data Warehouse
4. Using Data & Information Systems in

Partnered Research
5. Research & EHR Synergy
6. Good Data Practices Miniseries
7. VIReC CMS Data Miniseries

https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp
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Date/Time* Presentation Series Presenter(s) Register

10/7/2024
1:00 pm Meet VIReC: The Researcher's Guide to VA Data Database and Methods Maria Souden Register

10/9/2024
12:00 pm

User Experience and Lessons from the Latest EHR 
Modernization Site Research & EHR Synergy Julian Brunner,

Sippo Rinne Register

10/10/2024
2:00 pm VA Data Access Preparatory to Research Requirements Data Access Miniseries Angela Jannotta Register

10/22/2024
3:00 pm Using Medicare data in VA research: Part 1 CMS Data Miniseries Kristin de Groot Register

10/23/2024
12:00 pm

Optimizing Support for VA Nurses During the EHR Transition: 
Assessment of Non-VA Nursing Experiences Research & EHR Synergy Alexi Amano

Lauren Gauntlett Register

11/6/2024
3:00 pm Preparatory to Research Project Data Access Miniseries Olga Efimova Register

11/14/2024
2:00 pm VA Data Access Requirements for Operations Data Access Miniseries Angela Janotta Register

Upcoming VIReC-Hosted Cyberseminars

https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Cyberseminars/Database-Methods.asp
https://veteransaffairs.webex.com/weblink/register/rd258c0168e8ea972f5823b6c85045ee7
https://veteransaffairs.webex.com/weblink/register/r696cc9889f1e2408480625fa1d0a21b3
https://veteransaffairs.webex.com/weblink/register/r47a24e50864c69dc98556fe3ece9641c
https://veteransaffairs.webex.com/weblink/register/rf596ad3ca0a379fe21571145f550745a
https://veteransaffairs.webex.com/weblink/register/r4111ba74d710a94c3503112fd0e02d2b
https://veteransaffairs.webex.com/weblink/register/rc5df2efedd93fc79546e7b5833d40603
https://veteransaffairs.webex.com/weblink/register/rf1d543cec77e438fa380f86566922694
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What do I need to 
do to access VA 

data?

How do I get 
Veteran Medicare & 
Medicaid Data for 

my project?

How can I get 
started using the VA 

Corporate Data 
Warehouse (CDW)?

What if I need to 
collect and manage 

primary data?

Get Ready to Use Data
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What do I need to do to access VA data?
vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/DataAccess

/DataAccessOverview.aspx
(VA Intranet)

http://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/DataAccess/DataAccessOverview.aspx
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Join data access and policy experts 
from VIReC, VINCI, and others in 

the field for a miniseries on access 
to VA data. Sessions provide an 
overview of data access request 
processes, insight on regulatory 
requirements, and where to find 

related resources. This miniseries is 
geared toward new and established 
VA employees who are interested 
in VA data access and regulatory 

policy.

register for multiple sessions 
at one time

recently archived sessions

New miniseries 
for 
Data 
Access 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vdmV0ZXJhbnNhZmZhaXJzLndlYmV4LmNvbS93ZWJhcHBuZy9zaXRlcy92ZXRlcmFuc2FmZmFpcnMvd2ViaW5hci93ZWJpbmFyU2VyaWVzL3JlZ2lzdGVyLzRjN2EyMzE1YTVlZTQ2NDliMTRhMDYyZDNhODBlZDBlIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDkwMy45OTg4MTQ0MSJ9.WKgODQRj6NdowDdW1JbC4UiDa-ezmxV8odRFoAbtMy0%2Fs%2F469037248%2Fbr%2F248464812426-l&data=05%7C02%7C%7C6dbbab4294084985eeaf08dcdd954bf0%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C638628880516464087%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OnTen1%2F7T%2BHRW%2FWOTiAAZyrYafs%2FdvLKKjQPik2CQmY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vdmV0ZXJhbnNhZmZhaXJzLndlYmV4LmNvbS93ZWJhcHBuZy9zaXRlcy92ZXRlcmFuc2FmZmFpcnMvd2ViaW5hci93ZWJpbmFyU2VyaWVzL3JlZ2lzdGVyLzRjN2EyMzE1YTVlZTQ2NDliMTRhMDYyZDNhODBlZDBlIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDkwMy45OTg4MTQ0MSJ9.WKgODQRj6NdowDdW1JbC4UiDa-ezmxV8odRFoAbtMy0%2Fs%2F469037248%2Fbr%2F248464812426-l&data=05%7C02%7C%7C6dbbab4294084985eeaf08dcdd954bf0%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C638628880516464087%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OnTen1%2F7T%2BHRW%2FWOTiAAZyrYafs%2FdvLKKjQPik2CQmY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmhzcmQucmVzZWFyY2gudmEuZ292L2N5YmVyc2VtaW5hcnMvY2F0YWxvZy1hcmNoaXZlLmNmbSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA5MDMuOTk4ODE0NDEifQ.aZ-YG-XiU4AsVC6T3xCkxP3aC-gbT4WBGVQWcMbbkMQ%2Fs%2F469037248%2Fbr%2F248464812426-l&data=05%7C02%7C%7C6dbbab4294084985eeaf08dcdd954bf0%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C638628880516582001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uGwyfLa9xjz9AHwAlWTsqnjgb8joY6Hj4C%2BftGsKGBA%3D&reserved=0
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How do I get Veteran Medicare & 
Medicaid Data for my project?
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vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/Documentation.htm (VA Intranet)

27

To be notified of 
new CDW products, 

submit a VIReC 
HelpDesk request: 

varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.g
ov/redcap/surveys/?s

=KXMEN77LXK
(VA Intranet)

New to 
using 
CDW?

How can I get started using the VA Corporate Data Warehouse (CDW)?

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/Documentation.htm
https://varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK
https://varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK
https://varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK
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To be notified of 
new CDW products, 

submit a VIReC 
HelpDesk request: 

varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.g
ov/redcap/surveys/?s

=KXMEN77LXK
(VA Intranet)

How can I get started using the VA Corporate Data Warehouse (CDW)?

Quick 
tutorials/videos on 

using data in the 
CDW

https://vaww.virec.r
esearch.va.gov/QPV

/Overview.htm
(VA Intranet)

https://varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK
https://varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK
https://varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/QPV/Overview.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/QPV/Overview.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/QPV/Overview.htm
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Learn More: 
vaww.virec.research.va.gov/REDCap/Overview.htm 

(VA Intranet)

What if I need to collect and 
manage primary data?

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/REDCap/Overview.htm
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Where is CDW data 
documented?

What are some technical or 
methodological approaches 

to VA data?
What if I need more help?

Dive Into the Data
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VIReC documentation of 
CDW data

Where is CDW data documented?

vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/Documentation.htm
(VA Intranet)

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/Documentation.htm
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CDW Factbooks
provide detailed 
descriptions of 

tables, columns, 
and values in 
select CDW 

domains

VIReC 
Product 
Spotlight

Documentation, 
EHRM

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/CDW/Documentation.htm#Factbooks
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Where can I see examples of methods for 
working with VA data?

vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Notebook/Overview.htm (VA Intranet)
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The Researcher’s 
Notebook 
lays out 

methodological 
approaches to 

working with CDW 
data

VIReC 
Product 
Spotlight

Methods

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Notebook/Overview.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Notebook/Overview.htm
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VIReC 
Product 
Spotlight

Researcher’s 
Notebook: 

Millennium Data 
Discovery series 

provides guides to 
data collected in 
the new Federal 

EHR

Methods, EHRM

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Notebook/Overview.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Notebook/Overview.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Notebook/Overview.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Notebook/Overview.htm
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VIReC 
Product 
Spotlight

VIReC Data 
Reviews examine 
VA-relevant data 
to support their 

use in VA 
research, 

evaluation, and 
quality 

improvement 
analyses.

Technical 

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Reports/Reports-Index.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Reports/Reports-Index.htm
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What if I need more help?
VIReC HelpDesk assists researchers with understanding VA data 
and information systems within the context of their specific 
projects. 
▪ VIReC subject matter experts respond directly to HD questions

▪ Use organizational knowledge and liaison relationships to connect
requestors with the expertise they need

Submit a VIReC HelpDesk Request 
varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK

(VA Intranet)

https://varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK


Database & Methods Series 

10/24 | 38

Keep Up         
With the Data

Where do I find news 
about VA data and 

information systems?

How do I connect with 
other users of VA data?

How does the EHR 
modernization affect 

VA data?
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Where do I find news about VA data and 
information systems?

▪ Quarterly updates on clinical and administrative data
resources, VA databases, clinical informatics, electronic
health record modernization

▪ Timely topics, spotlight tips, and training opportunities

Current and archived issues: 
vaww.virec.research.va.gov/DIB/Overview.htm 

(VA Intranet)

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/DIB/Overview.htm
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How do I connect with other users 
of VA data?

▪ HSRData Listserv is an email-based tool for VA staff to
ask and answer questions about using VA data

▪ 1,800+ members

▪ Multiple perspectives from across the VA data
ecosystem: PIs, fellows, analysts, data managers,
statisticians, operations and program staff, data
stewards, resource center experts, data architects

▪ Share hands-on experience and tacit knowledge
about historical and nuanced aspects of VA data and
their application to research questions

More information about HSRData
vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/HSRData-L.htm

(VA Intranet)

http://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/HSRData-L.htm
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Coming soon! HSRData Forums on the Data Knowledge Hub 
(aka HSRData 2.0)

41

Concept Tagging 
Topical knowledge organization
Filter & follow topics

Voting/Rating
Measure of quality

Reputation

Conversations
User friendly interface
Threads stay together

User Profiles
Experts self-identify
Supports collaboration

Notifications
Awareness in forum

8
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How does the EHR 
modernization affect VA data?

vaww.virec.research.va.gov/EHRM/Overview-and-Implications.htm
vaww.virec.research.va.gov/EHRM/Documentation-and-Resources.htm

(VA Intranet)

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/EHRM/Overview-and-Implications.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/EHRM/Documentation-and-Resources.htm
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Questions about research use of the new FEHR?

Archived 
cyberseminar from 
EHRM Research 
Council and the ORD 
Office for the 
Sustainment and 
Implementation of 
Research EHR 
Solutions (OSIRES)

ResearchEHRMHelp@va.gov 
virec@va.gov

09/21

mailto:ResearchEHRMHelp@va.gov
mailto:virec@va.gov
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=7599&Seriesid=111
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=7599&Seriesid=111
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Session roadmap

• What is VIReC?

• How does VIReC support my research and data use?
• How can I collaborate with VIReC or provide feedback on VIReC
products?
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Help us be better! Opportunities for feedback and collaboration

Share your ideas or suggestions

 VIReC Researcher’s Notebook

 VIReC Cyberseminars

 VIReC Data Reviews

And more....

Share your expertise

 VIReC Researcher’s Notebook

 VIReC Cyberseminars

 VIReC Data Reviews

And more....
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Resources for VA Data Users
Select image to visit page

VHA Data Portal (VA Intranet)
VA Information Resource Center 

(VIReC) (VA Intranet)
Video: Using VA Resource Centers 

through the Project Lifecycle VIReC Data Issues Brief

VA Millennium EHR Data 
Documentation (VA Intranet)

VA Informatics and Computing 
Infrastructure (VINCI) (VA Intranet) BISL/CDW (VA Intranet)

Health Economics Resource 
Center (HERC) (VA Intranet)

https://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Home.aspx
https://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Home.aspx
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Index.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Index.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Toolkit/QG-Resources-for-Using-VA-Data.pdf
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Toolkit/QG-Resources-for-Using-VA-Data.pdf
https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp
https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/EHRM/Documentation-and-Resources.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/EHRM/Documentation-and-Resources.htm
https://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/
https://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/OITBISL
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/OITBISL
https://vaww.herc.research.va.gov/
https://vaww.herc.research.va.gov/
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Interested in presenting a Cyberseminar? Contact virecseminars@va.gov

Provides practical guidance on 
using data throughout the 
research project lifecycle.

Good Data Practices 

Introduces VA data sources and 
information systems and their use 
in research. 

Database & Methods

Reviews data access request 
processes and provides insight on 
regulatory requirements.

Data Access

Explores VA data use in 
evaluation, implementation, and 
research-operations partnerships.

Partnered Research

Focuses on CMS and USRDS data 
and methods for using these data 
in VA research.

CMS Data

Helps VA researchers understand 
VA’s transition to the Federal EHR 
and its impacts on VA data.

Research & EHR Synergy

VIReC Cyberseminar Series
Select series for more information

mailto:virecseminars@va.gov
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/series.cfm#virec
https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp#Upcoming
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/series.cfm#virec
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/series.cfm#virec
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/series.cfm#virec
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/series.cfm#virec
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Questions 
about using 

VA Data?

HSRData Listserv

o Community knowledge sharing
o ~1,800 VA data users
o Researchers, operations, data stewards,

managers
o Subscribe by visiting

vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/HSRData-L.htm (VA Intranet)

VIReC HelpDesk

o Individualized support
o Request Form:

varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK (VA Intranet)

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/HSRData-L.htm
https://varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK
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Additional EHRM information 

OSIRES contact information
• ORDResearchApplicationAnalyst@va.gov - For questions, concerns, and assistance with study

builds or EHRM deployment activities 
• ResearchEHRMHelp@va.gov – For other questions about EHRM’s impact on research

EHRM Resource Portal
• Digital Health Office site with VHA EHRM updates and resources, including council information

and issue management progress (https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VHAOHIEHRMRR/)

Electronic Health Record Modernization Sharepoint
• Internal VA Sharepoint sharing information about EHRM IO program office and EHRM program

updates (https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vaehrmio/SitePages/About-EHRM.aspx) including
information on the Reset

• Public facing site with EHRM IO program information: https://digital.va.gov/ehr-modernization/

mailto:ORDResearchApplicationAnalyst@va.gov
mailto:ResearchEHRMHelp@va.gov
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VHAOHIEHRMRR/
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VHAOHIEHRMRR/
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vaehrmio/SitePages/About-EHRM.aspx
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vaehrmio/SitePages/About-EHRM.aspx
https://digital.va.gov/ehr-modernization/
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ORD Support for transitioning to the new Federal EHR

Office for Sustainment and 
Implementation of Research 

EHR Solutions

Supports the National Research 
Council (NRC), comprising and 
contributes to its workgroups

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE (Working)

To contribute to the VA Research Enterprise 
mission of improving Veterans lives through 
research by supporting the safe, compliant, 
and scientifically reliable conduct of research 
in the electronic health record (EHR). We do 
this through advocating for research EHR 
needs; developing and testing technical 
solutions to meet research functional 
requirements; assessing, mitigating, and 
escalating EHR risks and issues; addressing 
sociotechnical aspects of EHR implementation 
and sustainment. 

• ~$10 mill ORD investment
since 2019

• 11 dedicated FTE
• Exec champion: Dr Molly
Klote, DCRADO - ePROS



Database & Methods Series 

10/24 | 52

FEHR - implications for data use

 As sites transition over the rollout, CPRS is de-activated and data at transitioned sites is
generated from the Oracle EHR

 Data from the Oracle EHR is modeled differently from VistA/CPRS data, impacting existing data
sources used for research, including CDW and other CDW-derived data sources (VSSC, MCAO,
etc.)

 During the transition period and beyond, VHA will need to incorporate data generated from both
systems.

 Currently ~248 research projects and 54 MVP projects are approved to use data from the new
EHR via VINCI. Other program offices (e.g., PERC) have been using it for their data and reporting
for the last few years.

 Knowledge regarding data quality and comparability will build across the organization over time.
Many stakeholders, including EHRM-IO Data Management team, VIReC, and VINCI, are
contributing to continuous understanding and improvement of the FEHR data through use.

09/21
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VA data from VAMCs using the new Federal EHR
 Syndicated back to CDW using a location-based approach to include all

information for VA episodes of care and exclude DOD encounters
 CDW Work2 (closer to Oracle EHR data model)

 CDW Work3 (new data converged into legacy CDW VistA model)

 OMOP-transformed into Common Data Model

 Data requested through current processes - DART (for research use) and
ePAS (for operations)
 Provisioned by VINCI IT Data Managers along with a VINCI Data Services team

consultation to jumpstart use

 Documentation and resources available from EHRM-IO, VIReC, and VINCI
(resource links on next slide)
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EHRM Data Resources for Researchers

https://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Data-Sources/Millennium-EHR

VA Millennium EHR Data Portal Page

https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VACO.OEHRMoffice/DMM/Pages/DIRAKnowledgeShareHome.aspx

Data Management and Migration Knowledgebase” on the Data Migration, 
Management, and Syndication SharePoint

Education and Training

Syndicated Data Bits – Bi-weekly Webinars 

https://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Data-Sources/Millennium-EHR
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VACO.OEHRMoffice/DMM/Pages/DIRAKnowledgeShareHome.aspx
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DMMKnowledgeShare/Shared%20Documents/Education%20and%20Training?csf=1&web=1&e=nIhjlv
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THANK YOU!
Questions?

CONTACT INFORMATION
Maria Soude n, MSI, PhD
Director
VA Information Resource Center
Hines VA Hospital
maria.souden@va.gov

Submit Questions to VIReC HelpDesk: 
varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK

(VA Intranet)

Hot off the press to your inbox!
Submit a VIReC HelpDesk request to receive new product updates 
varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK (VA Intranet)

mailto:maria.souden@va.gov
https://varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK
https://varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK
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DATABASE & METHODS CYBERSEMINAR SERIES 

Next session:
November 4, 2024, 1 pm Eastern

An Introduction to Commonly Used VA Databases
Maria Souden, PhD

https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp
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