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DATA ACCESS CYBERSEMINAR MINISERIES 

Informational seminars to help VA researchers access VA databases.

Topics Include:

VA Data Access Requirements for Research

Requesting Research Data Access Using DART

VA Data Access Preparatory to Research Requirements

Preparatory to Research Project

VA Data Access Requirements for Operations
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Visit the
VIReC Cyberseminars 

page for more 
information & registration 

links.

Visit HSR’s VIReC 
Cyberseminar Archive

page to watch previous 
sessions.

UPCOMING DATA ACCESS SESSIONS
All session below will be held from 3:00pm-4:00pm ET

Date Topic

10/10/24 VA Data Access Preparatory to Research Requirements

11/6/24 Preparatory to Research Project

11/14/24 VA Data Access Requirements for Operations

https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/catalog-archive-virec.cfm
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Where can I 
download a 
copy of the 

slides?

SAMPLE EMAIL
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Poll #1: 

What is your primary 
role in projects using 
VA data? 

• Investigator, PI, Co-I

• Statistician, methodologist, biostatistician

• Data manager, analyst, or programmer

• Project coordinator

• Other – please describe via
the chat function
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Poll #2: 

How many years of 
experience working 
with VA data? 

• None – I’m brand new to this!

• One year or less

• More than 1, less than 3 years

• At least 3, less than 7 years

• At least 7, less than 10 years

• 10 years or more
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•

•

•

Poll #3: 

What is the main 
reason you are 
attending today? 

I want to request data for Research

I want to request data for Preparatory to 
Research

I want to learn more about using DART
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Session roadmap

• Introduction to the DART Application

•Create a DART Request

•DART Approval Process

•Post-DART User and Data Provisioning

•Amend a DART Request
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Introduction to the DART Application

▪ DART is VINCI’s Data Access Request Tracker online application used by
National Data Systems (NDS), Million Veteran Program (MVP), and other
data stewards to approve access to various data sources including
CDW/VINCI/MVP data

▪ Collects study information and documentation via a 4-screen “Wizard”

▪ Determines required documentation based on Wizard entries

▪ Distributes the request to approving authorities who approve



Accessing the DART Application

▪ Go To VINCI Central at https://vincicentral.vinci.med.va.gov
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https://vincicentral.vinci.med.va.gov/
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Bookmark https://dart.vha.med.va.gov/vinci_dart_client/dart9/dashboard.html 

https://dart.vha.med.va.gov/vinci_dart_client/dart9/dashboard.html
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Session roadmap

• Introduction to the DART Application

•Create a DART Request

•DART Approval Process

•Post-DART User and Data Provisioning

•Amend a DART Request
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1. Has your study been determined to
be an exempt human subjects study?

Yes No No

1a. Does your study require subjects 
to give informed consent orally or in 
writing - or a HIPAA authorization in 
writing?

N/A Yes - Need Sample Informed 
Consent and HIPAA 

Authorization.

No

1b. Does your study have IRB 
approval for a full Waiver of Informed 
Consent?

N/A No or Yes No or Yes

2. Does your study have IRB or
Privacy Board approval for a Waiver
of HIPAA authorization?

Yes - Need Waiver 
of HIPAA-
Compliant 

Authorization.

Yes - Need Waiver 
of HIPAA-
Compliant 

Authorization.

No - Need Sample 
Informed Consent 

and HIPAA 
Authorization.

2a. Is the Waiver of HIPAA 
authorization only for recruiting or 
determining subject’s eligibility?

Yes - Need Sample 
Informed Consent 

and HIPAA 
Authorization.

No N/A

2b. Is the Waiver of HIPAA 
authorization for the entire study?

No Yes N/A
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Session roadmap

• Introduction to the DART Application

•Create a DART Request

•DART Approval Process

•Post-DART User and Data Provisioning

•Amend a DART Request
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▪ Simply return to the request on your To-Do list and make the changes specified or 
clarify per instructions from the Reviewer.

▪ Most delays in request processing are due to waiting on the study to resubmit.

▪ See Sec. 4.3 of the DART User Guide on Responding to Change Requests.

https://vincicentral.vinci.med.va.gov/Shared%20Documents/DART/DART_User_Guide.pdf


45

Data Access 



46

Data Access 

▪ The moment you’ve patiently looked forward to is here – YOU’RE APPROVED!

▪ All the reviews are completed and approved by the various Reviewers.

▪ You can now amend the request going forward as needed. 
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Session roadmap

• Introduction to the DART Application

•Create a DART Request

•DART Approval Process

•Post-DART User and Data Provisioning

•Amend a DART Request
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Session roadmap

• Introduction to the DART Application

•Create a DART Request

•DART Approval Process

•Post-DART User and Data Provisioning

•Amend a DART Request
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Reasons to Amend a Request

▪ Adding or removing personnel. New RRM needed.

▪ Primary Investigator change. 

▪ Update annual continuing IRB documents, new exemptions, RD&C 
check-ins and reports. You are responsible for keeping your access 
approval documentation on file with DART current.

▪ Request more data sources. You cannot uncheck a data source once 
approved.

▪ Close a study. See Sec. 4.5 of the DART User Guide on how. 

https://vincicentral.vinci.med.va.gov/Shared%20Documents/DART/DART_User_Guide.pdf
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THANK YOU!
Questions?
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CONTACT INFORMATION

 
Tim Trautman

 Health Science Specialist

Timothy. Trautman@va.gov



65

Data Access 

DATA ACCESS CYBERSEMINAR MINISERIES

Next session:

VA Data Access Preparatory to Research 
Requirements

Title
10/10/2024 at 2pm Eastern
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Resources for VA Data Users
Select image to visit page

VHA Data Portal (VA Intranet)
VA Information Resource Center 

(VIReC) (VA Intranet)
Video: Using VA Resource Centers 

through the Project Lifecycle
VIReC Data Issues Brief

VA Millennium EHR Data 
Documentation (VA Intranet)

VA Informatics and Computing 
Infrastructure (VINCI) (VA Intranet)

BISL/CDW (VA Intranet)
Health Economics Resource 
Center (HERC) (VA Intranet)

https://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Home.aspx
https://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Home.aspx
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Index.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Index.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Toolkit/QG-Resources-for-Using-VA-Data.pdf
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Toolkit/QG-Resources-for-Using-VA-Data.pdf
https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp
https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/EHRM/Documentation-and-Resources.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/EHRM/Documentation-and-Resources.htm
https://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/
https://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/OITBISL
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/OITBISL
https://vaww.herc.research.va.gov/
https://vaww.herc.research.va.gov/
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Interested in presenting a Cyberseminar? Contact virecseminars@va.gov

Provides practical guidance on 

using data throughout the 

research project lifecycle.

Good Data Practices 

Introduces VA data sources and 

information systems and their use 

in research. 

Database & Methods

Reviews data access request 

processes and provides insight on 

regulatory requirements.

Data Access

Explores VA data use in 

evaluation, implementation, and 

research-operations partnerships.

Partnered Research

Focuses on CMS and USRDS data 

and methods for using these data 

in VA research.

CMS Data

Helps VA researchers understand 

VA’s transition to the Federal EHR 

and its impacts on VA data.

Research & EHR Synergy

VIReC Cyberseminar Series
Select series for more information

mailto:virecseminars@va.gov
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/series.cfm#virec
https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp#Upcoming
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/series.cfm#virec
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/series.cfm#virec
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/series.cfm#virec
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/series.cfm#virec
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Questions 
about using 

VA Data?

HSRData Listserv

o Community knowledge sharing

o ~1,800 VA data users

o Researchers, operations, data stewards, managers

o Subscribe by visiting
vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/HSRData-L.htm (VA Intranet)

VINCI Help Desk

o Individualized support

o VINCI@va.gov

VIReC Help Desk

o Individualized support

o Request Form:
varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK (VA Intranet)

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/HSRData-L.htm
https://varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK
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