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DATABASE & METHODS CYBERSEMINAR SERIES 
Informational seminars to help VA researchers 

access and use VA databases.

Sessions cover…

 VA data sources & data access systems

 Application of VA data to research and quality improvement 
questions

 Limitations of secondary data use 

 Resources to support VA data use
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UPCOMING DATABASE & METHODS SESSIONS
First Monday of the month  1:00pm-2:00pm ET 

Date Topic
VHA Corporate Data Warehouse (CDW): Using CDW 9/11/23 Data to Conduct a Research Study

10/2/23 Meet VIReC: The Researcher's Guide to VA Data Use

Navigating VA Data Sources: An Overview of Commonly 11/6/23 Used Databases

Visit the VIReC 
Database & Methods 

Cyberseminar page for 
more information & 

registration links.

Visit HSR&D’s VIReC 
Cyberseminar Archive

page to watch previous 
sessions.

https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Cyberseminars/Database-Methods.asp
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/catalog-archive-virec.cfm
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SAMPLE EMAIL

Where can I 
download a 
copy of the 

slides?
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Poll #1: 
What is your primary role in 
projects using VA data? 

• Investigator, PI, Co-I

• Statistician, methodologist, 
biostatistician

• Data manager, analyst, or 
programmer

• Project coordinator

• Other – please describe via 
the chat function

Poll #2: 
How many years of experience 
working with VA data? 

• None – I’m brand new to this!

• One year or less

• More than 1, less than 3 years

• At least 3, less than 7 years

• At least 7, less than 10 years

• 10 years or more
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What is JLV? How do I 
access JLV? 

How do I use 
JLV? 

Data aggregator for a single 
patient from multiple 

systems

Different from CAPRI* and 
CPRS**

Looks at a single patient at a 
time

Usage is unique to every 
project

For research, need to make 
request for authorization 
through VHA data portal

Will need CPRS/CAPRI 
access

Customize workspaces to 
suit workflow

Cross reference different 
widgets to find information

Limit the results to improve 
speed and performance

*CAPRI- Compensation and Pension Record Interchange
**CPRS-Computerized Patient Record System

https://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Tools-Applications/JLV
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Poll #3: 

What is your main 
purpose for using 
JLV?

• Research- eligibility and/or verification of
data

• Research- above tasks plus chart review
or abstraction, adverse event reporting

• Clinical tasks
• Don’t use JLV regularly but may in the

future
• Other-please describe in Q&A function
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JLV Day to Day 
Uses in 

Research

Eligibility verification

Chart review or abstraction

Adverse event reporting
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Eligibility 
verification

Current Smoking 
Status

Practice Patient:
Chdrzzztestpatient, Chdrone One

DoD ID: 1463132140
SSN: 666-00-001

DOB: 03 Mar 1960
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Indicates a filter is in place

Clicking on highlighted icon 
shows the active filter

Tabs remain the same from patient to patient
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Date ranges

Larger the date 
range

More results 
populated

Sluggish filtering and 
loading times
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Filter date range….Open 
notes…and read

Filter notes…read….repeat

There is a better way!
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First, use filters

Click “Expanded View” on bottom of widget
This opens a view with more fields

Filter cone in column displays all possible choices listed in that column
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Only locked text filters are retained 
after moving to a new patient
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Report Builder-pick what you want to review in PDF form

 Can add 25 items 
at one time

 Reports can
contain up to 50 
items each

 No limit on
number of reports
you can create

 Can run in the
background

 Reports remain in
que for 72 hours 
even after leaving 
patient record

 Fastest way to
search the text
within JLV notes
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Individually

As a group

Shows it has been added 
to report
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Some sensitive notes must be added by individually 
selecting the report builder icon

Others can be viewed just by opening the note 
directly
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A second window will 
open. 
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Modify and produce a report
Modify by selecting record, then 
selecting “Clear Selected Record”

Once done modifying, select 
“Build”

Once report is built, will show up 
on list with other previous 

reports built for that patient
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Search for text

Click to open report

A PDF will open in a new window
 This can be saved (WARNING: PHI!) 

 Can search for key words using Ctrl +F or 
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 Search for specific diagnostic terms
 A1C for diabetes
 FEV1 for spirometry
 Lot # for immunizations 

 Changes in medication lists listed in notes can indicate when a 
medication was started or stopped
 Example: Lisinopril was in medication list in primary care note until 

March and now it is no longer in list. This may indicate that a 
medication change occurred and the March note or a note in 
between may tell you why it was discontinued. 
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A report doesn’t have to be from one widget!
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Use keywords that are specific vs 

general

Text search



Database & Methods Series 

07/23| 27Report Builder limitations

 Report is created only for a single patient

 Report does not include attachments to notes

 Clear out previously selected items if report did not 
contain up to the maximum of 50 items

This new report has 
3 items

Those same 3 items 
will remain in the 
queue even after 

report is made 
unless items are 

cleared
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Chart 
abstraction or 

review

Echocardiogram 
in last 2 years

Practice Patient:
Chdrzzztestpatient, Chdrfour Frank

DoD ID: 1593531470
SSN: 666-00-004

DOB: 03 Mar 1963
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Using CPT codes to locate a procedure 
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“Consults” can provide helpful status 
information (i.e., cancellation and 

reason why)

“Orders” in Expanded View can provide 
an order number
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“Documents and Images” 

Filter by availability of image

31
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Adverse event 
reporting

Hospitalization

Practice Patient:
Chdrzzztestpatient, Chdrone One

DoD ID: 1463132140
SSN: 666-00-001

DOB: 03 Mar 1960
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Department of Veterans Affairs Department of Defense

Private Sector 
Joint Health Information 

Exchange (JHIE)

• AHLTA/CHCS
• Essentris®
• HAIMS
• TMDS
• Deployment Forms systems (FHIE, 

ACS DAL)
• ILER
• ECIA

• 271 partners - Click here for list
(>40,000 hospitals, clinics, etc.)

• 34,000+ CommonWell provider sites

JLV

• VistA /CPRS 
• VistA Imaging 
• MUSE™ Cardiology Studies

JLV integrates records from many systems on a single screen*

Cerner Millennium (FEHR)
• Cerner FHIR APIs

• MHS GENESIS
• VA EHRM

• Cerner CAMM Imaging

* Slide from JLV Resources training 
PowerPoint “JLV_Office_Hours_2023_May 23

Reports are found in 
“Community Health 

Summaries and 
Documents” widget

https://www.va.gov/VHIE/VHIE_Participating_Partners.asp
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VACOVE2/JLV/Resources/Forms/AllItems.aspx?viewpath=/sites/VACOVE2/JLV/Resources/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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Can be put into the Report Builder for text search
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Text search

Table of contents for 
summary will 

navigate to that 
section
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THANK YOU!
Questions?
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Amber Lane
Research Health Science Specialist
VA Eastern Colorado HCS; Denver, CO
Amber.lane2@va.gov

Reese Omizo, MD
Clinical Informaticist, Primary Care Physician
VA Pacific Islands HCS; Honolulu, HI
Reese.Omizo@va.gov

mailto:Amber.lane2@va.gov
mailto:Reese.Omizo@va.gov
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DATABASE & METHODS CYBERSEMINAR SERIES 

Next session:
September 11th at 1 pm Eastern

VHA Corporate Data Warehouse (CDW): Using CDW 
Data to Conduct a Research Study
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Resources for VA Data Users
Select image to visit page

VA Information Resource Center 
(VIReC) (VA Intranet) VHA Data Portal (VA Intranet) VIReC Cyberseminars VA Millennium EHR Data 

Documentation (VA Intranet)

Quick Guide: Resources for Using 
VA Data (VA Intranet)

VA Informatics and Computing 
Infrastructure (VINCI) (VA Intranet) BISL/CDW (VA Intranet)

Health Economics Resource 
Center (HERC) (VA Intranet)

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Index.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Index.htm
https://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Home.aspx
https://vaww.vhadataportal.med.va.gov/Home.aspx
https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp
https://www.virec.research.va.gov/Resources/Cyberseminars.asp
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/EHRM/Documentation-and-Resources.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/EHRM/Documentation-and-Resources.htm
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Toolkit/QG-Resources-for-Using-VA-Data.pdf
https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Toolkit/QG-Resources-for-Using-VA-Data.pdf
https://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/
https://vaww.vinci.med.va.gov/vincicentral/
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/OITBISL
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/OITBISL
https://vaww.herc.research.va.gov/
https://vaww.herc.research.va.gov/
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Questions 
about using 

VA Data?

HSRData Listserv

o Community knowledge sharing 
o ~1,400 VA data users
o Researchers, operations, data stewards, 

managers
o Subscribe by visiting

vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/HSRData-L.htm (VA Intranet)

VIReC HelpDesk

o Individualized support
o Request Form: 

varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK (VA Intranet)

https://vaww.virec.research.va.gov/Support/HSRData-L.htm
https://varedcap.rcp.vaec.va.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=KXMEN77LXK
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