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Poll Question 1

What is your primary role in VA?

A) HSR&D investigator

B) coordinator, project manager, or analyst

C) clinician

D) ACOS, AO, or other research leadership

E) operations leadership or staff

F) other within VA

G) not affiliated with VA



Poll Question 2

Have you previously applied for HSR&D funding?

A) yes

B) no



Why a new RFA focused on social determinants of 
health?

ÅHSR&D has a long history of funding health equity research

ÅResearch to date has largely focused on medical care and on 
race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, and gender identity

ÅUnmet social needs remain an important driver of health 
disparities, especially in VA

ÅVA has a greater capacity than other health systems to address 
non-medical needs (housing, education, transportation, etc.)

ÅWe want to expand our portfolio to explicitly address social 
determinants of health and to develop new approaches to 
mitigate unmet social needs

ÅWe know this research will be hard and may depend on the 
development of new partnerships with community organizations



Social Determinants of Health

ñconditions in the environments 

in which people are born, live, 

learn, work, play, worship, and 

age that affect a wide range of 

heath, functioning, and quality-of-

life outcomes and risksò
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Determinants of Health and their Contribution to 
Premature Death
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Priority Areas

ÅScreening for unmet social needs

ÅReferral processes to link Veterans to existing social 

care services

ÅDevelopment and evaluation of new interventions

ÅWe welcome proposals that address social 

determinants of health at the individual, population, 

community, and health system levels



Criteria

ÅSignificance : potential to mitigate unmet social needs of 

Veterans

ÅResearch Methods : preference will be given to studies 

with hybrid effectiveness-implementation design if the 

evidence base is substantial

ÅImplementation : consider how partnerships with 

community organizations will be sustained beyond the 

funding period

ÅInnovation : potential to identify new data sources and 

targets for intervention, and to test new approaches in VA; 

we are not interested in proposals that only seek to 

document known disparities


